How the New Order Might be an Improvement
Another result of a competitive system which
should be mentioned, though it is of less importance,
is excessive advertisement. Advertisement in itself
no doubt has its merits. But as competition
becomes acute, advertisement becomes artificially
exaggerated: the competitors are driven to accept
contracts at less profitable prices and must appeal
to the public to buy in large quantities, so that
overhead costs may be met. We are familiar with
the spectacle of frantic electric signs urging us to
buy what we should not otherwise want to buy.
Besides disfiguring the landscape and making more
hideous our city streets, it is very doubtful whether
these frenzied appeals are a healthy form of mass
psychological influence. No one, except the adver-
tisement agent, would be worse off if the need for
such appeals vanished. Many features of the modern
advertisement and publicity campaign are glaring
instances of the vulgarity to which a competitive
system is forced to descend.
The Evil of Profit-Making
Some men who have made big profits have
undoubtedly been of value to society. "When I refer
to the imperfections of Capitalism, indeed, I do
not imply that it has brought no benefits to
humanity: I am suggesting, rather, that it is a
transitional stage in economic life and probably
quite a necessary stage. But not its most ardent
admirer will claim that it is a perfect system; and
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